
DevInfo in Action 

 

UNFPA: Using DevInfo to Track Progress Towards  

Achieving Universal Access to Reproductive Health  
 

Editor’s note: This is the first in a two-part series on the use of DevInfo technology within the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

 

On 31 October 2011, the world’s population 
officially reached a heralded 7 billion. Leading up 
to and through this milestone, the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) has been at the 
forefront of the UN response.    
 
“We must ensure that, in areas of the world where 
population is growing fast, we raise the status of 
women and young girls to be able to access 
education and make choices for themselves. We 
also owe it to the 215 million women worldwide 
who require family planning and are not getting it  

 
UNFPA home page, highlighting its 7 billion campaign 

to make it available,” stated Babatunde 
Osotimehin, Executive Director, UNFPA, at a press 
event held at UN Headquarters to mark the 
milestone.1 
 
Osotimehin’s remarks reflect the importance that 
UNFPA is giving towards strengthening 
reproductive health programmes across the 
developing world. Supporting this mission is an 
ongoing UNFPA initiative to develop a 
comprehensive global database around issues 
related to reproductive health: MDG 5b+ Info. 
 

 
MDG 5b+ Info online database 

Deriving its name from the fifth Millennium Development Goal (MDG) and target 5b calling for universal 
access to reproductive health, MDG 5b+ Info is a UNFPA initiative designed to track global progress 
towards achieving this specific MDG target as well as priority indicators of the agency. This includes a 
focus on reproductive health indicators at the global, national and sub-national levels. Built on the UN-
endorsed DevInfo platform, the database combines the latest relevant household survey data with 
international data on sexual and reproductive health indicators and other MDG indicators.  
  

                                                           
1 “As World Passes 7 Billion Milestone, UN Urges Action to Meet Key Challenges,” 31 October 2011, website of 

UNFPA, 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/cache/offonce/home/news/pid/8769;jsessionid=361231491AF13E601BCE7ECC6F6B
64BD.jahia01. 
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The MDG 5b+ Info database has already been used 
to generate country profiles which provide concise 
analyses of the levels, trends and differentials for 
three key indicators monitoring the MDG 5b 
target: adolescent birth rate, contraceptive 
prevalence rate, and unmet need for family 
planning. 
 
Additionally, this tool has been introduced in 
multiple training workshops in South Africa, Egypt, 
Thailand and the United States as a resource to 
help global, regional, and national decision-makers 
identify coverage gaps and develop data-driven 
interventions to support wider access to 
reproductive health. 
 
Overall, the MDG5b+Info database is the 
corporate data repository used by UNFPA at the 
global, regional and country levels, to facilitate the 
understanding of International Conference on 
Population and Development and MDG issues and 
to develop policies and programmes required to 
obtain the desired goals.  
 

 
MDG 5b+ Info Ethiopia profile 

With MDG 5b+Info in place, UNFPA officials and their national partners are much better positioned with 
data to respond to the needs of world’s 7 billion. 

 

 

Data making a difference. 
 

For more information, please contact Edilberto Loaiza, Senior Advisor for Monitoring and Evaluation, UNFPA, at 

loaiza@unfpa.org. 
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