
 

 
 
 
Colombia Forges Ahead with DevInfo Initiatives at the National and Sub-National  
Levels (July 2009) 

  
UNICEF and UNDP are preparing the 
national launch of the second edition of 
ColombiaInfo. The new database will 
include additional indicators associated 
with the Millennium Development Goals 
as well as updated data for previous 
indicators included in ColombiaInfo 1.0. 
 
UNICEF is also providing technical 
assistance to the National Administrative   
Department of Statistics of Colombia (DANE), which is exploring the use of DevInfo 
to store and display its quantitative, graphic and geographical information on children 
and adolescents. The data used by DANE is based on official statistics drawn from 
national, regional and municipal household surveys. 
 
The 2006-2010 Development Plan of the 
national government of Colombia 
incorporated a strategy called “Facts and 
Rights: Municipalities and Departments 
for Childhood and Adolescence.” As part 
of this strategy, UNICEF is providing 
technical assistance to the public 
administration of various departments 
(the sub-national regions of Colombia), 
so they can create and operate Children’s 
Observatories. These Observatories are 
interdisciplinary groups which monitor 
the situation of children and adolescents 
and which support the formulation, 
implementation and evaluation of 
evidence-based public policy for children. 
 

 

 
 

Primary dropout rate (ColombiaInfo 1.0) 

The departmental administrations have been encouraged to support the information 
activities of these Observatories by developing customized adaptations of DevInfo. 
Although this process is just beginning, DevInfo has emerged as a useful information 
tool for policy-makers and communities, as it provides them with a simple structure 
to store various indicators and analyze relevant data on the actual situation of 
children and adolescents. 
 
The Children’s Observatory of Antioquia 
as well as the Children’s Observatory of 
La Guajira were launched in 2008 and 
2009, respectively. Both Observatories 
are currently preparing customized 
adaptations of DevInfo to store and 
display information about the situation of 
children in their municipalities. 
 
Presently, UNICEF is providing technical 
assistance to the public administration of  
 

 

 
Infant and child mortality rates (ColombiaInfo 1.0) 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
two departments - La Guajira and Boyacá - in assisting them with the development of 
their Children’s Observatories. Although the database of La Guajira is still lacking 
information at the municipal level and the Boyacá Observatory is still at an early 
stage of selecting indicators, the partnership with UNICEF has been strong and 
effective. In the future, UNICEF plans to validate both of the databases and assist 
with the production of statistical reports on the situation of children and adolescents. 
 
For more information, please contact Raquel Perczek, Monitoring and Evaluation 
Officer, UNICEF Colombia at rperczek@unicef.org. 
 


