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Cambodia: Using DevInfo to Foster Efficient Data Exchange 
 

Rebuilding from decades of civil war, Cambodia 
has witnessed rapid progress in both its 
economy and human development. As a key 
step to furthering this momentum, the Ministry 
of Planning (MoP) of the Royal Government of 
Cambodia has developed and implemented a 
series of National Strategic Development Plans 
(NSDP) - the single, overarching document 
guiding the country’s development progress, 
updated every five years. 

 
 
One of the strategies identified by the MoP to support better monitoring and evaluation of progress 
achieved towards the current 4th NSDP (NSDP update 2009-2013) is improving information and 
communication resources. Development of these resources is critical for strengthening cross-
sectoral data sharing and collaboration, as well as for ensuring alignment with national priorities.1 
Faced with weak institutional processes and inadequate data sharing mechanisms, the MoP opted to 
enhance its use of DevInfo technology to support efforts towards achieving these goals. 
 
Since 2004, the National Institute of Statistics 
(NIS) within the MoP has been using CamInfo - 
a customized country adaptation based on 
DevInfo database technology - to track country 
progress towards both national development 
priorities as well as international frameworks 
such as the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). With an online platform, the CamInfo 
database provides government decision-makers, 
development partners, and external donors with 
access to the most current socio-economic data. 

 

 
Building on experiences with DevInfo 
technology, the NIS has initiated a project with 
support from the United Nations Statistics 
Division (UNSD) and the United Kingdom’s 
Department for International Development 
(DFID). Officially titled “Improving the Collation, 
Availability and Dissemination of National 
Development Indicators, including MDGs,” the 
project responds to the urgent need to help 
Cambodia build channels for improved data 
transmission between national agencies and for  

 

better dissemination to allow greater access to national indicators. The ultimate goal? To deliver 

                                                           
1
Ministry of Planning – Cambodia website, 

http://www.mop.gov.kh/Home/NSDP/ImplementingtheNSDP/tabid/159/Default.aspx, accessed on 19 August 
2011. 
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available statistical data more efficiently to support national policy and decision-making. 
 
One of the first tasks accomplished under this joint project was the standardization and 
enhancement of NSDP core indicators and their metadata to comply with international SDMX 
standards, facilitating data exchange domestically with global organizations such as UNSD and the 
UN Data Hub. 
 
Another important task achieved to date has 
been the creation of di Datahub, a one-step 
solution for data transfer between the NIS, the 
country’s line ministries (including the Ministry 
of Education, Youth and Sport and the Ministry 
of Health) and UNSD. Launched as an interactive 
web application supported by desktop tools to 
facilitate data conversion and exchange, di 
Datahub will enable government agencies - NIS 
as well as line ministries - to upload their data to 
a central website in a single step. When data is 
exchanged through di Datahub, there is no 
further need for manual data entry or 
modification of files, as SDMX standardization 
now permits the data to be instantly recognized 

 

and accepted across government agencies. 
 
This new one-step approach creates efficiency 
and improves data quality on both ends.  While 
previous processes and standards for data 
exchange required manual data conversion and 
compilation and were limited or ineffective, now 
line ministries are able to share data from their 
native databases in a matter of seconds. And 
with NIS now receiving all line ministry data 
through di Datahub in a common standardized 
format, the agency can quickly update the 
national statistical data repository as well as 
share it with international agencies and 
partners.   
 

 

This joint UNSD-DFID-NIS data sharing project is being piloted in 11 countries, and preliminary 
results for Cambodia –an early test case – are already encouraging, with implications for 
governments and agencies worldwide.  The use of common indicator standards coupled with user-
friendly technology solutions greatly enhances data management efficiency and facilitates data 
sharing. The outcome? Countries can focus on collecting pertinent data and achieving development 
targets, rather than devoting limited resources to reformatting and repackaging data. 
 
With greater efficiencies ushered in through DevInfo technology, the country’s national statistics 
system now stands far better equipped to support the nation’s development agenda.  
 
 

Data systems making a difference. 
 
For more information, please contact Lay Chhan, Deputy Director, National Institute of Statistics, at lay.chhan@gmail.com.  
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